48                          GREGORY THE  GREAT
to be strangled as she lay in bed.   A few days later he married Fredegundis.1    These events occurred in 567.
Furious at her sister's murder, Brunichildis now stirred up Sigibert to declare war; good-natured Guntram, who was himself rather shocked, was persuaded to help; and the united forces of Austrasia and Burgundy marched  against Neustria.    But before long a settlement was agreed upon, in accordance with which the five Aquitanian cities given to poor Galswintha as a " morning-gift," were handed over by way of compensation to Brunichildis.2    In 573, however, war again broke out between the   rival   kingdoms,   and   Chilperic   spread   such   ruin   in Sigibert's territory, particularly in the neighbourhood of Tours and Poitiers, that  Gregory says that the sufferings  of those days were worse than at the time of Diocletian's persecution.3 A peace was made in 574, but it was not respected by the king of Neustria.    So, in 575, Sigibert prepared for a great invasion of his brother's realm.    Procuring the assistance of some of the German tribes beyond the Elaine, he marched to Paris, then to Rouen.    Chilperic, with Fredegundis and Chlo-tochar his son, immediately shut himself up in Tournay.    Thereupon a large number of Neustrian nobles, disgusted at such cowardice, deserted to Sigibert, and offered to proclaim him their king.   Sigibert was, of course, delighted, and sent orders to press the siege of Tournay, announcing that he himself was coming thither with all speed.    Then Germanus bishop of Paris presented himself to the conqueror, saying, " If thou wilt go and renounce the thought of killing thy brother, then thou shalt return alive and victorious; but if thou hast another thought, thou shalt die/'    But Sigibert paid no attention to the bishop. All the arrangements were made for proclaiming him king of Neustria.  At Vitry, near Arras, the whole army was assembled. Sigibert was   raised on a shield, and all the assembled host acknowledged  him lord of the Franks  of Neustria and of Austrasia.    But at the very moment of his triumph two pages darted up, and struck him on either side with strong knives called " scramasaxes."    The king cried out and fell, and shortly afterwards expired, leaving behind him a young son, Childebert, only five years of age.4
1 Greg. Tur. H. F. iv. 28.                             2 Ibid. ix. 20.
3 Ibid. iv. 48.                                               4 Ibid. iv. 50-52.